
C.J. Davis
BISHOP DWENGER 

The Marshall-bound Davis 
was sensational in ’22, lead-
ing the Saints in intercep-
tions (five) and total tackles 
(73). He also had 380 receiv-
ing yards and five touch-
down receptions on “O.”

Bohde Dickerson
NORTH SIDE

Recently committed to Saint 
Francis to play for the Cou-
gars, Dickerson was named 
second-team All-SAC after 
throwing for over 2,600 
yards and compiling 35 total 
touchdowns in 2022.

Michael Dierckman
CARROLL

Dierckman was a sec-
ond-team all-conference 
cornerback, but came up 
with huge plays in the play-
offs. He finished the season 
with four interceptions and 
11 pass breakups.

Da’Von Doughty
NORTH SIDE

Oftentimes, Doughty was 
unblockable this past sea-
son. He led the area with 
15 quarterback sacks to go 
along with 21 tackles for loss 
in earning first-team All-SAC 
accolades.

Mikey Dye
NORTH SIDE

This lockdown corner just 
gave his verbal commitment 
to Marian University in Indi-
anapolis. He was named to 
the Summit Athletic Confer-
ence’s second team in 2022.

Lincoln Firks
SNIDER

The Saint Charles product 
was one of the most im-
proved players over the past 
few seasons, hauling in sev-
en touchdown receptions 
in ’22 and dominating as a 
run-blocker.

Stratton Fuller
COLUMBIA CITY

Fuller returns to the All-
GameNight awards poster 
after another big season on 
both sides of the ball. He had 
53 receptions for 860 yards 
and 12 TDs on “O,” and six 
picks on defense.

Luke Graft
NORWELL

The senior RB/LB had 904 
rushing yards and 14 TD 
totes on offense, while ex-
celling on defense, too, with 
65 takedowns, 16.5 TFLs, six 
QB satchels and three take-
aways.

Hansen Haffner
CARROLL

One of the best high-point 
receivers in the GameNight 
Nation, Haffner had 37 re-
ceptions for 479 yards and 
10 touchdowns in ’22. Look 
for Haffner to have a huge 
senior season next year.

Da’Von Haney
NORTH SIDE

Haney, a first-team All-SAC 
selection at defensive tack-
le, contributed 38 tackles, 
three tackles for loss, three 
QB satchels and two forced 
fumbles for the 8-3 Legends.

Luke Haupert
SNIDER

Snider’s first-ever three-year 
starter under center, Haupert 
finished the 2022 campaign 
with 1,569 aerial yards and 
23 TD tosses (against just 
four picks) on 62-percent 
passing.

Grant Hayworth
CONCORDIA

A lanky defensive end, Hay-
worth led the Cadets’ de-
fense with 7.5 quarterback 
sacks to go along with 12 
tackles for loss and 61 total 
tackles. He also had five pass 
deflections.

Cam Herschberger
CARROLL

The senior WR was the epit-
ome of a possession guy in 
2022. When Carroll needed 
someone open at the sticks, 
it was often this guy. He led 
the Chargers with 779 re-
ceiving yards.

Julante Hinton
NORTHROP

The two-way standout is 
back on the All-GameNight 
squad after leading the Bru-
ins in tackles this past year 
(50 solos, 19 assists), while 
chipping in six tackles for 
loss.

Alex Holcomb
LEO

Holcomb was the sec-
ond-leading tackler in the 
NE8 (playing in one fewer 
game than the conference 
leader), finishing with 114 
tackles, 13 TFLs and 4.5 quar-
terback satchels.

Aiden Hunley
CARROLL 

A senior OT for the area’s 
best team, Hunley helped 
the Chargers amass 4,275 
yards during the 2022 sea-
son (305 yards per game). 
He was named first-team 
All-SAC this past season.

Tegan Irk
DEKALB

Second on the Barons’ all-
time passing list, Irk threw 
for 2,386 yards and 24 scores 
in 2022. Ranked fourth in his 
graduating class, Irk holds six 
passing records at DeKalb 
High.

Carsen Jacobs
EASTSIDE

Jacobs was sensational on 
both sides of the ball in ‘22. 
On offense, he had 1,320 
rushing yards and 808 aeri-
al yards (with 25 combined 
TDs). On defense, he had 
four picks and 34 tackles.

Tae Tae Johnson
NORTH SIDE

Johnson will return to North 
Side next season as one of 
the state’s most coveted 
recruits. This past season, 
he led the Legends with 
1,081 receiving yards and 17 
touchdowns.

Kolin Jolas
BISHOP LUERS

The senior linebacker had a 
sensational season for the 
semistate-bound Knights, 
registering 104 tackles, 15 
TFLs, three quarterback 
sacks and two forced fum-
bles in 2022.

Jordan King
NORTH SIDE

The junior OG was a finalist 
for GN’s Lineman of the Year 
award, returning to the area’s 
premier postseason team. 
King currently holds offers 
from IU, Purdue and Louis-
ville, among others.

Dylan Krehl
EAST NOBLE

The sophomore made a 
statement on both sides of 
the ball in ‘22: 79 tackles, 
nine TFLs and two take-
aways on “D,” plus 603 rush-
ing yards (6.6 ypc) and six 
touchdowns on offense.

Langston Leavell
SNIDER

A senior RB who eclipsed 
the 1,000-yard rushing pla-
teau (finishing with 1,170) 
late in the season, Leavell 
“played his best in our big-
gest games,” Snider coach 
Kurt Tippmann said.

Grant Leeper
HOMESTEAD

Leeper, a 6-foot-7 athlete 
who’s garnering DI offers 
after just one season of high 
school football, tallied 27 re-
ceptions for 376 yards and 
six TDs from his tight end 
position this past season.

Zack Leighty
EAST NOBLE

The 6-foot-3, 285-pound 
junior lineman is beginning 
to get collegiate looks for 
his tenacity on the offensive 
side of the ball. The Knights 
averaged 158 rushing yards 
per game in ’22.

Lain Lengerich
ADAMS CENTRAL

One of the top trenchmen in 
the area, Lengerich helped 
the AC offense accumulate 
5,517 total yards in 2022. 
On “D,” he led AC with three 
forced fumbles and contrib-
uted six TFLs.

Max Loeffler
LEO

The Lions’ senior running 
back led the Northeast 8 in 
rushing yardage with 1,491 
yards to go along with 16 
touchdowns. He also re-
corded two receptions for 
42 yards and a score. 

Brandon Logan
SNIDER

Already committed to play 
baseball for national-power 
Vanderbilt, Logan is one of 
the area’s best free safeties 
on the gridiron, too. The 
sophomore ballhawk had 
four interceptions in 2022.

Harold Mack
WAYNE

The sophomore receiver 
had 36 receptions for 499 
yards and six touchdowns 
in ’22, including a long of 79 
yards. He was a finalist for 
GameNight’s Newcomer of 
the Year award.

Jack Maley
COLUMBIA CITY

Coined “The Mauler” by 
Around the Fort’s “Cowboy 
Joe” Walburn, Maley was 
named first-team All-NE8 at 
guard. “My opinion – the best 
O-lineman in the confer-
ence,” coach Brett Fox said.

Max Malone
SNIDER

The senior D-end was Snid-
er’s defensive MVP at sea-
son’s end, earning All-SAC 
honors with 60 tackles, six 
TFLs, two fumble recoveries 
and two quarterback sacks 
for the 11-2 Panthers.

Wyatt Marks
CHURUBUSCO

Marks earned high marks as 
a first-team All-NECC run-
ning back this past season, 
leading Busco with 1,192 
rushing yards (6.3 ypc) and 
11 rushing touchdowns for 
the 8-3 Eagles.

Carter Minix
BISHOP DWENGER 

Minix, a junior three-way 
standout, had solid numbers 
for BD in 2022: 448 receiv-
ing yards and five TD grabs, 
three kick/punt returns for 
scores, 21 tackles, five pass 
breakups.

Lamarion Nelson
WAYNE

Nelson etched his name 
atop Northeast Indiana’s 
single-game rushing record 
list when he gashed South 
Side for 427 yards and sev-
en touchdowns midway 
through the season.

Robert Pelkington
BISHOP DWENGER 

“Pelk” was one of the area’s 
top open-field tacklers this 
past season, second on BD 
with 68 total takedowns, 
while also contributing 10 
tackles for loss and 13 quar-
terback hurries.

Ashton Pesetski
CARROLL

At times, this junior D-end 
was unstoppable in 2022. 
He had 11 quarterback sacks, 
while also chipping in 65 
solo tackles and four forced 
fumbles for the Class 6A 
runners-up.

Dackotia Reed
EASTSIDE

The senior linebacker had 
36 tackles, eight tackles for 
loss, three quarterback sacks, 
two forced fumbles and one 
interception for the NECC 
“small” division champions.

Lukas Rohrbacher
SNIDER

The junior linebacker led 
Snider’s defense for a sec-
ond consecutive season 
with 127 total tackles (plus 
four sacks). Rohrbacher was 
also a finalist for GN’s Hit-
man of the Year award.

Aydan Rusu
NORWELL

Rusu, a senior linebacker, 
led the Knights in total tack-
les with 96 this past season. 
He also had 10.5 TFLs, three 
quarterback sacks, three pass 
breakups and one intercep-
tion.

Brock Schott
LEO

The sophomore D-end 
erupted late in the season to 
finish with a single-season 
school-record 12 QB bags. 
Schott also tallied 20 TFLs 
and two fumble recoveries 
for touchdowns.

Johnathon Scott
CARROLL

A senior trench warrior for 
the Class 6A runners-up, 
Scott helped the Chargers 
accumulate 4,275 yards 
during the ’22 season (305 
ypg). He was named sec-
ond-team All-SAC.

Dane Sebert
EASTSIDE

Outgoing coach Todd Ma-
son believes that Sebert 
might be Eastside’s first-ever 
DI football commit. Sebert 
helped the Blazers amass 
4,469 yards in 2022 (372 
ypg).

Jacob Sharin
WAYNE

Sharin’s late-season injury 
may have cost Wayne a sec-
tional title. Still, the talented 
sophomore had 26 grabs for 
452 yards and four scores 
in ’22 for the injury-plagued 
Generals.

Cade Shelton
NORWELL

The athletic defensive back 
led the Knights in both in-
terceptions (four) and pass 
breakups (eight) this past 
season. On offense, he had 
14 catches for 296 yards and 
four TDs.

Ethan Sievers
COLUMBIA CITY

It seemed whenever CC 
needed a big play in a cru-
cial situation, Sievers came 
up with it. He led the Eagles’ 
balanced rushing attack with 
945 yards and 12 touch-
downs in 2022.

Martin Smith
COLUMBIA CITY

The senior strong safety 
garnered first-team All-NE8 
status after posting 48 take-
downs, three tackles for loss, 
four forced fumbles and two 
fumble recoveries this past 
season.

Charlie Stanski
BISHOP LUERS

Nobody had bigger shoes 
to fill in ’22 than Stanski, 
who was replacing BL’s all-
time passing leader (Carson 
Clark). No prob: 2,437 aerial 
yards, 20 TDs on 168 of 270 
(62-percent).

Teddy Steele
BISHOP DWENGER

Steele earned first-team All-
SAC honors this past season 
as a reliable cornerback, 
leading the area with 22 pass 
breakups to go along with 27 
tackles and one INT for the 
6-4 Saints.

Braden Steely
CARROLL

A finalist for GN’s Rising Star 
award (area’s top junior), 
Steely was superb in ’22 on 
both sides, but especially at 
SS: 48 solos, four pass break-
ups, four takeaways and sev-
eral big sticks.

Brandon Stuckey
SNIDER

Arguably the best O-line-
man in the SAC, Stuckey was 
equally effective in pass pro-
tection as he was in the run 
game. A three-year starter, 
he was named first-team 
All-SAC in 2022.

Maverick Summersett
SOUTH ADAMS

“Marvelous Mav” starred on 
both sides of the ball again 
in ’22: 866 rushing yards and 
18 TDs on offense; 112 tack-
les, 17 TFLs, two picks and six 
forced fumbles on “D” for the 
Starfires.

Andre Tagliaferri
ANGOLA

Arguably the best player in 
the NECC, “Tags” had 619 
rushing yards, 384 receiving 
yards on “O.” The three-year 
starter also had 50 tack-
les and two INTs from his 
strong safety position.

Jorge Valdes
CARROLL 

Valdes’ INT vs. Lafayette Jeff 
will go down in Carroll lore 
as, perhaps, the defining play 
in the Chargers’ champion-
ship season. The talented 
safety recently committed 
to Indiana State.

Mitch Vargovich
NORTH SIDE

Mitch “The Witch” returns 
to the All-GameNight team 
– this time as a first-team 
All-SAC offensive tackle. Last 
year, he made it as a menac-
ing defensive tackle for the 
Legends.

Dylan Velez
BELLMONT

A junior defensive lineman, 
Velez was named first-team 
All-NE8 after posting 73 
tackles, 18.5 TFLs, two QB 
satchels, one forced fumble 
and one fumble recovery for 
the Braves.

Cadell Wallace
BISHOP LUERS

This junior cornerback 
was a lockdown DB and a 
run-supporting dynamo for 
the Knights. He had 27 take-
downs, four interceptions 
and two tackles for loss this 
past season.

Ajani Washington
CONCORDIA

Known for his prowess on 
the hardwood, Washington 
showed that he was pret-
ty stellar on the gridiron in 
2022, too, with 39 receptions 
for 759 yards (19.5 ypr) and 
nine touchdowns.

Rylan Whitacre
HERITAGE

Whitacre was a first-team 
All-ACAC selection three 
straight seasons at line-
backer. In ’22, he posted 77 
takedowns and 11 TFLs. He’s 
Heritage’s career tackles 
leader with 212.

Max Wiard
CARROLL

The senior MLB had 59 tack-
les and eight tackles for loss, 
despite Carroll’s defensive 
front chewing up tackles at 
the point of attack. Wiard 
was a reliable contributor 
in ’22.

Donnie Wiley
DEKALB

Though he missed half of 
the season with a broken 
arm, the USF commit (join-
ing teammate TE Derek 
Overbay) nonetheless re-
corded 33 grabs for 471 yards 
and three scores in 2022.

Zac Wurm
ADAMS CENTRAL

The “early bird” didn’t want 
any part of this Wurm in ’22 
on either side of the ball. The 
junior trench beast tallied 60 
tackles, nine TFLs, 4.5 sacks 
and five fumble recoveries 
on defense.

Joel Yager
COLUMBIA CITY

A first-team All-NE8 selec-
tion, Yager was a steady 
influence at center for an 
Eagles offense that set 
school records for total yards 
(5,164), rushing yards (3,624) 
and points (451).

Kyle Zeddis
NORWELL

Zeddis was a dominant force 
in the trenches for a Norwell 
offense that racked up 3,125 
rushing yards (in just 12 
games) and averaged 352 
total yards per game during 
the 2022 season.

Kamden Zeisloft
LEO

The Z-man excelled in 
coach Z’s defensive scheme, 
ending the campaign with 
six INTs, nine pass breakups 
and 51 tackles. He also had 
32 receptions for 385 yards 
and four scores in ’22.

Comeback Player of 
the Year
Chase Bennett
WOODLAN
Bennett missed his sophomore 
season with a broken hip and then 
missed his junior campaign with a 
heart ailment. Despite suffering a 
fractured ankle, Bennett wound up a 
two-way starter in ’22.

Rising Star Award
Mylan Graham
NEW HAVEN
Midway through the regular season 
the 4-star recruit seized control of the 
area receiving lead and never let go, 
finishing with 1,149 yards (23.9 ypr). 
He’s primed for a huge 2023.

Lineman of the Year
Brody Bolyn
NORWELL
Was there any doubt who was the 
area’s best two-way lineman? On his 
way to Bowling Green State on schol-
ly, Bolyn was a three-year dynamo in 
the trenches for the physical Knights.

Special Teams Player 
of the Year
Kamari Juarez
SNIDER
Five kick/punt returns for TDs in 2022. 
Yes, you read that correctly: Juarez 
was lethal in the Panthers’ return 
game this past season with five scor-
ing returns to earn GN’s STPOY award.

Playmaker Award
Nick Thompson
BISHOP LUERS
The Toledo commit was a reliable rock-
et in all three phases of the game, help-
ing the Knights to titles at the sectional 
and regional rounds. He had 1,029 re-
ceiving yards and 79 tackles.

Lazer X Hitman of 
the Year
Dax Holman
EASTSIDE
Holman laid the lumber for the past 
three seasons (32 wins), while rushing 
for 959 yards and tallying 57 tackles in 
’22. On both sides of the ball, Holman’s 
presence was audibly consistent.

Newcomer of 
the Year
Jimmy Sullivan
CARROLL
The sophomore gunslinger guided 
the Chargers to their best season 
ever, as Carroll ran the table before 
losing to juggernaut Center Grove in 
the Class 6A state championship tilt.

Lunch Pail Award
Josh Arntz
COLUMBIA CITY
Arntz was Mr. Everything for CC this 
past season, registering 86 tackles, 
15 TFLs, three QB satchels and three 
takeaways for the sectional-champi-
on Eagles. He was first-team All-NE8.

X-Factor Award
Landon Kaschinske
CONCORDIA
The senior captain filled in at running 
back late in the season and earned 
SCS Player of the Week honors with 
259 rushing yards vs. Wayne. Kaschin-
ske truly would play anywhere for his 
team.

All Guts Award
Sam Campbell
BISHOP DWENGER
After sustaining a nasty midseason 
injury at Carroll, Campbell worked his 
tail off to make a comeback appear-
ance in the sectional as the Saints’ 
shifty signal-caller showed true grit.

Player of the Year
Ryan Black
ADAMS CENTRAL
The senior was a force on both sides of the ball for 
the Class 1A runner-up Flying Jets. Black accounted 
for 46 TDs (30 rushing, 16 passing) to go along with 
78 tackles, three INTs on “D.”

GameNight’s “Gamer” Award
Jontae Lambert
NORTH SIDE
A finalist for GN’s Player of the Year, Lambert was 
sensational this past season for the 8-3 Legends. He 
rushed for 2,257 yards and 17 touchdowns, while 
chipping in on “D” with one interception.
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Peyton Alt
WAYNE

A two-year starter at 
guard for the Generals, this 
286-pound beast helped the 
Generals rack up big offen-
sive numbers in 2022 – both 
in passing and in rushing 
(301 total yards per game).

Justin Anderson
CARROLL

Anderson earned first-team 
All-SAC honors after con-
tributing 33 solo tackles, 
five tackles for loss, five pass 
breakups and two picks for 
the conference and semi-
state champions.

Drew Baker
LEO

This senior linebacker led 
the Northeast 8 with 21.5 
TFLs, while tallying 74 total 
takedowns, three QB sacks, 
one interception (which he 
returned for a TD) and one 
fumble recovery. 

Brady Beall
SOUTH ADAMS

The senior tight end/receiv-
er had 54 receptions for 660 
yards and 11 touchdowns in 
’22 on “O,” while adding 89 
tackles, eight tackles for loss 
and four fumble recoveries 
on defense.

Ke’Drell Billingsley
SNIDER

Billingsley did a little bit of 
everything for the region-
al champions after earning 
Snider’s coveted No. 1 jersey 
before the season. “He was 
the heart and soul of our 
team,” his coach said.

Keegan Bluhm
ADAMS CENTRAL

A two-way standout, this ju-
nior did it all: 104 takedowns, 
five fumble recoveries on 
defense; 1,645 rushing yards, 
18 rushing touchdowns on 
offense for the Class 1A run-
ners-up.

Trey Bodenheimer
NORWELL

The junior D-end recorded 
31 tackles, 10.5 TFLs and two 
quarterback bags this past 
season for the 10-2 Knights. 
“Body” also notched three 
fumble recoveries and two 
forced fumbles.

Lincoln Booth
PRAIRIE HEIGHTS

A hard-nosed two-way 
standout for the Panthers, 
Booth was especially sturdy 
at DE/OLB where he tallied 
76 tackles and six quarter-
back sacks for an improving 
Prairie Heights defense.

Riley Buroff
CHURUBUSCO

Buroff was awesome in 
2022 with 913 passing yards 
and 628 rushing yards on 
offense. He averaged 40.6 
yards per punt and had two 
returns for touchdowns on 
special teams.

Collin Butler
LEO

The Saint Francis commit 
was a two-time first-team 
All-NE8 selection, anchoring 
the Lions’ line this past sea-
son in the wake of two DI 
departures (Demetrious Al-
len and Landen Livingston).

Dominic Chacon
COLUMBIA CITY

This inside linebacker re-
corded a school-record 119 
tackles this past season, 
while chipping in 11 TFLs, 
two QB sacks and two 
fumble recoveries for the 
NE8-champion Eagles.

Jackson Christmon
HOMESTEAD

Facing extra blocking atten-
tion on virtually every snap 
in 2022, Christmon none-
theless recorded 8.5 QB 
sacks, 14.5 TFLs, 39 tackles, 
one interception and two 
forced fumbles for Sparty.

Gavin Cook
ADAMS CENTRAL

Pound for pound, this feisty 
safety was one of the tough-
est players in the GN Nation 
in ‘22. He finished with 88 
tackles, five TFLs and five 
pass breakups for the 1A 
state runners-up.

Bubba Craig
CONCORDIA

Big Bubba was a dominat-
ing force along both lines 
for the Cadets in 2022, but 
was most impressive as 
a road-clearing offensive 
tackle where he earned first-
team All-SAC honors.

Anthony Cruz
BLUFFTON

The talented ball-carrier ran 
for 1,513 yards and 13 TDs in 
’22, earning first-team All-
ACAC. Cruz was the Tigers’ 
offensive MVP in helping 
Bluffton to its first sectional 
crown since ’88.

Mickey Daring
BISHOP LUERS

Daring dared to make an 
impact on both sides of the 
ball last season, but landed a 
spot on the All-GN team at 
DT with 49 tackles, 10 TFLs, 
four QB sacks and three 
forced fumbles.
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